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them by a standard of their own, discovered "inhuman
oppressors " in men who after all may have been at worst
ignorant and unbusiness-like, and dealt with institutions
which were essentially faulty and rickety simply by
dealing destruction in all directions. The Patna Cause
brought to light great scandals, but it must have
struck terror to the heart of every one engaged in the
administration of justice throughout the Company's
territories.

The administration of justice by the English in India
can never be wholly satisfactory. The difficulties in-
herent in the enterprise can never be entirely overcome :
but a great deal may be and has been done to over-
come them, and the existing system, while it has great
defects, has nevertheless conspicuous merits. A whole
system of law has been enacted which errs perhaps on the
side of over-minuteness, but which is at least in the most
important parts simplified and made definite to the
utmost practicable extent. A network of Courts arranged
in different grades and connected together by a system
of superintendence, revision and appeal, which may in
some particulars be over-elaborate, but which is the best
security against oppression or corruption, has been spread
all over the country. The great numerical majority of
these Courts are presided over by native judges specially
educated for their profession, and the result of all this
anxious care has been the establishment of a system
absolutely different from anything which was dreamt of
in India or in England either 100 years ago. It was
in efforts like these, and in the vigilance, care, and
thought necessary for making them, that the true remedy
lay for the evils which the Supreme Court set in a
striking light and attempted to remedy by giving heavy